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And, moreover, in the year 1554, during the cruel wars
between the emperor Charles V, and Henry, king of France,
a French ship, with eighty soldiers, went to St. James of
Cuba, the principal place of that island; and after taking and
sacking the town, they went towards the Avana, and having
landed their soldiers by way of the Chiorera, they entered
the town an hour before daylight, and captured some Span-
iards, while others ran away.    The French began entering
the houses, hoping to collect a deal of booty; but they had to
return empty-handed, for the inhabitants having  already
been several times pillaged by the French, feared a repeti-
tion of it in future, and therefore had kept their riches at their
possessions.1    Whilst the enemy went about rummaging and
sacking the houses, two Spaniards were sent by the General
Council to the captain; first to see what number of people
they had, and then to treat of some compact, so that they
should not burn and ruin the town.    Having therefore en-
tered into discussion about ransoming the place, and the
people that they had taken prisoners, the captain demanded
six thousand gold ducats.    The Spaniards pleaded poverty,
and said that the whole of their property would not amount
to the sum that they demanded, but proposed to refer the sub-
ject to their superiors, informing them of all the particulars,
since they (the deputies) could not decide anything without
the General Council.    Thus taking leave of the captain,
they promised to return the following day without fail, pro-
vided with the resolution.    They then went to John d'Ories,
and the other members of the Town Council, who having
heard what sort  of people  their  enemies were, and  the
amount of ransom they demanded, the greater part would
not consent to the terms; saying that instead of giving them
money, they ought to be repelled by lances and archibusses,
since they deserved to be killed like ladrones, for they lived
1 This passage is obscure : " tenevano tutte le lor faculta alle sue
possession!."   Perhaps at their farms.    (Trans.)